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 New on Foodgeeks

 New on Winegeeks

pichon_baron joined Winegeeks!
nb307755 joined Winegeeks!
torrentes36 added a review for Nobilo Sauvignon Blanc New Zealand Icon 2008
torrentes36 added the wine Nobilo Sauvignon Blanc New Zealand Icon 2008
torrentes36 added a review for Nobilo Pinot Noir Marlborough Icon 2008
torrentes36 added the wine Nobilo Pinot Noir Marlborough Icon 2008
lojax181 added the wine Ondarre Mayor De Ondarre Reserva 2004
lojax181 joined Winegeeks!
bckl saved the wine Caracol Serrano Monastrell Syrah Cabernet Sauvignon Jumilla 2006 to My Wines
bckl saved the wine Red Deer Station Unoaked Cabernet Sauvignon South Eastern Australia 2007 to My
Wines

Local Seasonal Foods and our Food Encyclopedia

June 11th, 2010 — 8:53am By: Ryan Snyder
Back in April, I was inspired by watching Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution to help people eat healthier. Jamie’s
primary goal was to help people focus on eating fresh foods and to stop eating processed foods, and I wanted
Foodgeeks to help make a difference in the food revolution.

The problem, I realized, was that most of us didn’t know what foods were fresh at any given time.  When we
visit a supermarket we see every type of fruit and vegetable, as if they are perpetually in season.  And once we
start to examine those foods, we often find that the fruits and vegetables are picked unripe, sprayed with
ethylene and shipped 3,000 miles to arrive in our grocery store. They may look fresh and ripe, but they certainly
don’t taste as wonderful as when they are picked fully ripe, trucked 25 miles to our farmer’s market and
purchased directly from the farmer herself.

To help you figure out what’s fresh and local in you’re area, we at Foodgeeks now provide you with a list of
seasonal fruits and vegetables that are fresh in your particular state, as well as a complementary list of
seasonal fruits and vegetables that are fresh from a neighboring state. (Sorry non-US foodies, we’re only
covering the United States at the moment.)  Now, you can figure out what recipes you’re going to make before
you go to your local farmer’s market and buy fresh fruits and vegetables.

You can find the seasonal foods for your particular state at:

http://www.foodgeeks.com/seasonal

Each fruit and vegetable will be accompanied by a link to all of the Foodgeeks recipes that you can make
using that ingredient, and they will also have a link to their entry in our Food Encyclopedia so you can find out
a little more about that ingredient.
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Food Encyclopedia

When I was working on the seasonal fruits and vegetables enhancement to the site, I realized that if
Foodgeeks only showed what was in season, then it kind of missed the point.  Finding a vegetable that’s in
season doesn’t mean that you will know what vegetable that is, let alone what to do with it.  For example, if you
find out that kohlrabi and kumquats are in season, odds are that you’ll just stare at the web page blankly.  So
we realized that we had to create a section on the site that will give you more information about that fruit or
vegetable, and give you recipes that help you understand how to prepare that food.

Our food encyclopedia is full of information about ingredients and techniques, and will help you learn more
about each of the seasonal fruits and vegetables you’d like to cook with.  Check out our Food Encyclopedia at:

http://www.foodgeeks.com/encyclopedia

asparagus

How can you help?

Ultimately, it’s up to each and every one of us to make the food revolution happen.

Foodgeeks is populated by over 10,000 recipes that have all been added by the members of the Foodgeeks
community.  You can help others learn how to prepare wonderful foods using fresh ingredients by submitting
your favorite recipe that features a fruit or vegetable.  I personally would love to try your Grandma’s famous
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peach cobbler!

If you’re a new foodie, you can help the other Foodgeeks members by rating and reviewing each of the recipes
you try.  Remember, we can only help each other hone in on the best recipes by all contributing feedback
about the recipes we try!

And let us know what you think!  Holler at us on Twitter at @foodgeeks.  Friend us on Facebook and write your
comments on our wall.  And if you have extensive feedback, post it on our public Get Satisfaction forum.  We’re
all ears!

Cheers,

Ryan Snyder

Comment » | Foodgeeks

Automated Scaling and Conversions for Recipes

March 2nd, 2010 — 9:17am By: Ryan Snyder

Have you ever searched and searched for the right recipe to make to impress your dinner guests, only to find a
recipe that is meant for more people or less people than you’re serving dinner for?  Or have you ever found a
tasty looking recipe, only to find that the recipe is in metric measurements (like grams and liters) instead of the
imperial measurements (like tablespoons and cups) you’ve used your entire life?  Sometimes, as you know,
there’s nothing worse than having to painstakingly calculate, by hand, the correct ingredient proportions to use
in your dish.

We’ve been there, we’ve felt your frustration, and we’ve done something about it:

Foodgeeks now provides the ability to automatically convert any recipe’s ingredients from imperial to metric
measurements, as well as the ability to scale recipes from 2 servings to 4 servings, or to scale the recipe to as
large or as small as you’d like.

Here’s an example of how the recipe converter would look on the recipe page for DoubleTree Chocolate Chip
Cookies (Have you tried them yet?  They’re delicious!):
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Scale and Convert a Recipe

In order to scale or convert a recipe, simply visit any recipe and click the “scale/convert” link next to the recipe
servings amount.  A recipe converter box will appear beneath the recipe servings information.  Insert the
number of servings you’d like to scale this recipe to, click the ingredient measurement format that you’d like the
recipe to be displayed in, then click “Update Recipe”.  That’s it!  We’ll take care of the rest of the hard work for
you!

Thanks for all of your great feedback so far.  Please add any comments or suggestions you may have to our
GetSatisfaction pages for Foodgeeks and Winegeeks – we’d love to hear what you think!

1 comment » | Foodgeeks

New features for sharing stuff and a bit about our badges

January 8th, 2010 — 10:50am By: Nate DiNiro

Happy New Year from the team at Foodgeeks and Winegeeks!!!

We hope that you have had a terrific holiday season packed with with lots of fun and good eating with you
friends and family. We also wish you all the best for 2010 and beyond. We have some exciting things we plan
to accomplish with Foodgeeks and Winegeeks this year and we look forward to your continuing suggestions
and feedback.

Facebook & Twitter Sharing

Share

Sharing Options
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We’re excited to introduce some new behaviors that you’ll see when sharing your recipes and reviews with
your friends through Facebook and Twitter. When you select a recipe on Foodgeeks.com, or a wine, grape
varietal, appellation or region on Winegeeks.com, you will be presented with option for sharing your finds with
your friends and family via Facebook and Twitter. Look for the sharing links near the bottom of the page, as
shown here on the left.

Facebook Example

Facebook Example

We have taken out some of the extra work out of sharing items with your friends. When you choose the link that
allows you to share your item of interest with your Facebook friends, The have a thumbnail (if available)
transported into your Facebook entry, and the direct link to what you are sharing. Clicking the  Twitter link will
take you to the Twitter site, where a pre-set message containing the name of the item and a direct link back to
the original page you seek to share await you. If you choose, you can now replace the long URL with your
favorite URL shortener.

Badges

Example

Badge Example

We recently discovered as we talk to people about Foodgeeks & Winegeeks, we’ve been getting questions
about the significance of the badges we’ve recently introduced. Our general aim is to help you share your
general interests about the food and wine without answering a lengthy survey. The system is not super-
scientific, for instance if you review 5 wines from Austria, you earn the Austria badge like the one shown in
Ryan’s profile on the left. To find out what each individual badge means, you can hover your mouse pointer or
click on the badge to see what it means. Stay tuned because we are publishing new badges all the time, and
we intend on keeping them coming. Don’t be surprised if soem special secret badges begin to emerge
sometime in the future.

As always, we love to get your comments and suggestions through our GetSatisfaction pages for Foodgeeks
and Winegeeks, which helps us shape the things we do with the site with your input. To find others who are
interested in Foodgeeks and Winegeeks, you can find our fan page for Foodgeeks.com on Facebook and/or
become a Facebook fan for Winegeeks.com too.

Thanks!
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Watch us gab about food and wine on 30 Hour Day today

December 19th, 2009 — 3:01pm By: Nate DiNiro

You may recall the members of the team making some recent appearances on two Portland-based podcasts 
Strange Love Live and PDX Gen-Y. Well if you didn’t get enough of us talking about Foodgeeks.com &
Winegeeks.com and the associated subject matter which goes along, then you can tune in to the 30 Hour Day
webcast to really get your fill. Hosted by Cami Kaos and Rick Turoczy, 30 hour Day is fast approaching its 24th
hour of broadcasting having raised several thousand dollars and a great deal of canned goods and toys for
needy families. We’ll be appearing at about 6 PM Pacific time, and maybe closer to 7 PM, to chat about the
keys to finding great “bang-for-buck” wines.

We are honored to appear alongside all sorts of great talent who have an will appear on 30 Hour Day. We
really excited to help support local charities Free Geek, Toys for Tots, Oregon Food bank and many more. If
you visit the 30 Hour Day website, they’ll tell you all about who else you can support, and how to help.

Free TV : Ustream

Thanks!

Comment » | Foodgeeks, Winegeeks

Announcing the new Winegeeks.com

December 16th, 2009 — 10:38am By: Nate DiNiro
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The new look

The team at Foodgeeks is pleased to announce the new and improved Winegeeks.com!

Inspired by the recent implosion of the harddisk on our server, Winegeeks.com joins Foodgeeks.com with a
whole array of improvements. After several harrowing weeks of furious design and coding work,
Winegeeks.Com received new features and a requisite a face-lift including a logo which incorporates our new
mascot, Mr. Yummy.

We added all the new social features like those recently added to Foodgeeks.com, and you can even use your
Foodgeeks.com credentials to log in to Winegeeks.com; no additional account necessary!. You can follow
friends, receive badges for achieving various milestones on the site and follow activity streams of your friends.
Winegeeks.com even sports the same robust back-end shared by Foodgeeks.com, which gets us poised for
future growth and a more rapid deployment schedule for new features.

Wine Details

Wine Details

A few former items didn’t survive the update, like wine label images which were lost thanks to the corruption,
and the discussion board which suffered from spam attacks. However, the new features and a new path for
growth should go a long way to make up for those minor differences.

While Foodgeeks.com allows members to capture their favorite recipes and share experiences with their
friends, Winegeeks.comp enables members to share wine tasting experiences, ratings and other information
like price, the wine’s flavor characteristics, region, appellation, vintage, grapes used and much more.

We’re very proud to get this launched and into your hands. As always, we welcome your feedback and
suggestions. We can be reached via Twitter @winegeeks and on our GetSatisfaction page at
http://getsatisfaction.com/winegeeks

Thanks!

-Nate

Comment » | Winegeeks
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Getting love from Strange Love Live and PDX Gen Y

December 15th, 2009 — 9:30am By: Nate DiNiro

The Foodgeeks.com team recently visited with two local podcasts, Strange Live Live and PDX Gen Y. We
were invited to talk about all the changes happening at Foodgeeks.com and Winegeeks.com. We also shared
news about our participation in 30 Hour Day, a 30-hour telethon podcast being produced by a group of local
volunteers to raise donations for charity. The Foodgeeks team will be doing a one hour segment on 30 Hour
Day about Wine, Food and recipes from 6 PM to 7 PM Pacific on Saturday, December 19th, which can be seen
streaming live on 30HourDay.org. With all the news that has been going on around here, we’re grateful to have
busy folks taking the time to help us tell our story!

Ryan, Crystal and I were thrilled to join Cami Kaos and Dr. Normal for Strange Love Live Episode 150. During
the tech edition, you’ll get the scoop on all the raw work that the team managed to cram into 30 days to get the
site launched. You’ll also hear about Ryan’s inspiration and philosophy around Foodgeeks.com, Crystal’s
favorite pie and my proclivities for meat. We also cover details of the new visual design, and social features like
activity streams, badges and friends lists.

I also had the pleasure of paying a visit to another local podcast to tell the Foodgeeks story. PDX Gen Y, which
is recorded at PDX.FM studios, explores culture from a Gen Y perspective. Bret, Rachelle and Damien had
some great questions for me about several subjects, and you can hear us talk about Foodgeeks.com,
Winegeeks.com and 30 Hour Day as well.

Listen now…

…or download the audio here.

Thanks again to the folks at Strange Love Live and PDX Gen Y for taking the time to chat with us. Stay tuned to
keep up to date on all the developments coming out of here, fast and furious!

-Nate
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Foodgeeks Activity Streams

December 3rd, 2009 — 10:34am By: Ryan Snyder

The team at Foodgeeks recognize the fact that cooking and dining together is a social experience.  In an age
where friends and family are becoming more and more separated physically and our primary means for
communicating are via the Interwebs, we decided to explore creating a way to share your cooking activities
through Foodgeeks.

We’re excited to announce the release of Activity Streams in both HTML and ATOM formats.   Yay!

What’s an activity stream? Activity streams are lists of actions which have been performed most recently by
users of the website.  Activity streams allow you to keep track of what’s new on Foodgeeks, and even more
importantly, what your friends have been doing on Foodgeeks.  We think this is important because your social
network will help you quickly discern which recipes are worth making because you generally know your
friends’ tastes much better than you know anonymous people’s tastes!

Activity Stream for Ryan Snyder

If you want to see an example of our activity streams in action, you can find the site-wide activity stream both on
the home page and at:
http://www.foodgeeks.com/activities

One of the neat things about activity streams is that you can carry them with you. If you want to share your
passion for food with your friends, it’s really easy to publish your activity stream on Facebook or even on your
blog. If you look to the right of this post, you’ll see our site-wide activity stream happily displaying the last 20
thinks that happened on Foodgeeks. If you want to find your own personal activity stream, it’s at the bottom of
your profile page, or on the page which is dedicated to your activities:
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http://www.foodgeeks.com/people/ryansnyder/activities

Just replace “ryansnyder” with your user name in the web address above to find your personal activity stream.

And you can find your friends’ activity stream by following link and replacing my username with your own as
above. It’s also accessible from the homepage when you are logged in:
http://www.foodgeeks.com/fans/ryansnyder/people/activities

Atom Feeds

If you’re a super techy geek like myself, you’ll probably be happy to know that you can subscribe to these
activity streams through your favorite RSS reader, such as Google Reader.  To subscribe, you may either click
the RSS icon on any of the pages mentioned above pages within the URL toolbar of your browser, or you may
add “/feed” to any of the above URLs.

http://www.foodgeeks.com/activities/feed
http://www.foodgeeks.com/people/ryansnyder/activities/feed
http://www.foodgeeks.com/fans/ryansnyder/people/activities/feed

Thanks, and we’re listening!

Thanks for tuning in! We’re really excited to make this announcement because we think managing and sharing
your recipes and food experiences should be a fun thing, and why not be able to share the fun with friend and
family?

As always, we want to hear from you. Share your opinions,  especially anything that you think everyone will
benefit from. We use GetSatisfaction to provide support and a way to give us feedback, and we’re looking
forward to hearing from you!

Comment » | Foodgeeks

Welcome!

November 27th, 2009 — 10:22am By: admin

Welcome to the Foodgeeks blog!  We’ll be keeping you updated about all the happenings for Foodgeeks,
Winegeeks, Beergeeks and Espressogeeks through this blog…  Chat with ya soon!

Comment » | Foodgeeks
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